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DIALOGUE. 


BETWEEN 
Mr Grounds and Scheme, Sc. 
Ke AND © 


Tom Woolſton. 


IN WHICH | 
The Inſincerity, Inconſiſtencies, and | 


Abſurdities, contained in the Latter's Diſ- 
Courſes on our Sa vIOUR'S MIRAGLES, 
are fully detected and proved, and that 
from a here Principle of Reaſon on 'y 4 _ 

from his own Arguments. 4 
; ALSO . " 

The 4 Im leu of an Impoſture in the Chri- I 
ſtian Religion unexceptionably made out; | 

and has art of it in particular of the Re- | 
ſurreQion of Cuz1sT amply conſidered ; | 
AND * | | 


The chief and principal Objections urgedd by that Au- | 
thor againſt it, in his pr pretended Nein Rabby's * 
Letter, fully refuted and anſwer 


 Inferibed to the Reverend Clergy of the Dioceſe of 


LoN DON. 


9 44 


| Fund 7 Chriſt be not riſen, then is our preaching vain, - 
| _and d your faith is alſo vain. 1 Cor. xv. 14. * 
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1 
DIALOGUE. 
Between Grounds and Scheme, Gc. and 
= Tm i bolſton, concerning the Mi- 


racles, Sv. . 


. R ds. Mr. V T greet 
vou. I have long wiſhed to 
meet you, and to have ſome 
Converſation with you upon 
certain Topics. 0 
. I return your Com 
pliment, and am proud of 
the Acquaintance of the ſagacious and learn- 
ed Mr. G— ads, who alone could ſtops the ra- 
pid Torrent of ſpiritual Deceit, and con- 
11 Fond even the mightieſt of the Eccleſiaſtical 
Noodles, by ruining the Foundation of their 
feeble Superſtructures; and re-eſtabliſhing on 
its ancient footing, the glorious Privilege of 
Free-thinking. 5 
* GGr—ds. Hold, hold, Mr. V, ſince 
you have lately exhauſted your good Nature 
in Encomiums on your Reverend Patrons, I 
tear you have none left but ill-natured ones. 
Therefore ſpare good Sir, your ludicrous Ex- 
preſſions, and favour me with a ſerious Ac- 
count ot the Reaſons that induced you to 


A publiſh 


—— — 
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ments are offenſive, I will without any far- 
0 


rar 


ubliſh your Diſcourſes on the Miracles of 


ESUS, 

I=. T proteſt T have too great a Vene- 
ration for your learned Performance, and wiſe 
Principles of Toleration, to ſalute you, Great 
Sir, in a jocole Manner. But ſince Compli- 
ther Preamble, tell you frankly what Motives 
engaged me to write thoſe Pieces. 

t, A profound Reſpect and Veneration 
for the holy Tesvs, whom I could fee no 


longer thus viliied and 'abuſed. _ Lo ſuppoſe 
him, the only begotten Son of God, to have 


deſcended from Heaven, and to have ſuffered an 
ignominious and ſhameful Death, for a Race 


of ungratefal Creatures, whom out of his in- 


finite Mercy he had vouchſafed to take out 
of nothing, muſt needs ſhock the Under- 


ſtanding, and be repugnant to the Reaſon 


of any good Chriſtian ; Beſides, the Miracles 
recorded to have been wrought by him here 
on Earth, if taken in the literal Senſe, are ab- 
ſur'd and improbable, as Thave made it appear; 
but if looked upon as Types and Allegories 
of what he the great Meſſiah ſhall fulfil in 
the Spirit, (as no doubt it was intended by 
the Evangeliſts) in this Senſe I ſay, each 
Particular contributes to magnify his Honour 


and Glory, My 


Second Motive was, Charity for my fel- 


low Creatures. It is a Duty incumbent upon 
every Man of parts, to bring all his igno- 


rant fellow Creatures, equally placed here for 
the Honour and Worſhip o 3 God, 
I 


to the true knowlege of him; it lies 
in 
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n 
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($3 | 
in his Power, to defend them from the De- Fl 
luſions of the Prince of Darkneſs, whoſe Mi- 10 
niſters are conſtantly employed for the ſake 1 
of Lucre, to promulge, even the moſt de- 
ſpicable Doctrines, about the ſupreme Being. 

Therefore have I laboured to awaken the 
pretended Chriſtians, from a groſs and dan- 
erous Error, they were lulled into by a 
Crew of profligate hireling Prieſts; who 
nn thoſe abſurdities, boaſt of them as 
Remedies for the diſtempered Soul, when in 
the main, like true Quacks, they labour but 
to enrich themſelves, though at the expence 
of the Welfare and Lives of their Patients. 
A . 


nd 

Thirdly, "Theſe Pieces may ſerve for a Mo- 
derator between you Great Sir, and the Or- 
thodox Cufhion-thumpers. They clear from 
before us the Rubbiſh which prevented a 
compleat refutation of your Dodirine ; and I 
fear not but I have effectually done that, by 
fixing the Name of CHRIST on a firm an 
ſtable Baſis, by deſtroying the Literal Senſe of 
the Lite and Miracles of the Holy Jesvs, 
and proving them to be meerly Typical and 
Allegorical, And thus I appear the true 
Moderator. 

Gras, A Refutation of my Doctrine! 
If no better had appeared (as I doubt very 
much whether there has) I might juſtly ex- 
tol my 1ſetf, as the Author of the trueſt, and 
-moſt rational Principles of Religion, that 
ever were laid down. And as to the whole, 
I am of Opinion that nothing but an 
abſence of Reaſon, or elſe a dull and ftupid 

A 2 inſtinct 


„ 
inſtin, could make any one publiſh ſuch a 
heap of abſurd and contradictory Reaſonings, 
as your florid Diſcourſes are made up with. 
— . Oh, Oh! Mr. Gr—as, I little 
thought you ſo zealous in the Defence of 
pon Principles: But however, ſince it is ſo, 
I ſhould be glad to hear you prove my falſe 
reaſoning; tho' if you ſhould happen to diſcover 
any Contradictions, I hope at leaſt, you'll be 
ſo generous an Adverſary as not to expoſe me 
to the ignorant Goſpel Higglers abroad. 
Gras. Before I enter upon the Point in 

debate, give me leave to . 


Queſtion. You ſeem fo much to expoſtulate 
with the hireling Ministers of the Goſpel, I 


fancy if {me good Biſhop had thought fit 
to hire you to a Living of 4, or 5ooJ. a 
Year, you would not w= been ſo raſh as 
to ſtrike thus boldly at the very Foundation 
of the Church; and from Circumſtances, I 
conclude, that if your Pamphlets did not ſell 
for more than they coſt you, you would not 
have taken the pains to . printed them. 
. Pardon me good Sir, for not an- 
ſwering you that Queſtion at preſent, we'll 
refer it to another time; beſides it is remote 
from our Subject, therefore pray reſume the 
Thread of your Diſcourſe and proceed. 
Gr—ds, By waving the Queſtion you ſeem 
to plead Guilty ; but in order to prove that 
your Diſcourſes on the Miracles of J Es us are 
abſurd and inconſiſtent with right Reaſon, 
and tend to no leſs than downright Infidelity, 
(I ſpeak at preſent of them in general, for I 
have not time now to examine every 5 
cular 


you one ſerious 


4 


cular Abſurdity, though I may take a curſo- 
ry View of ſome of them Nen I pro- 
ceed in the following Meth 

Firft, To ſhow the Connection there is be- 
tween the Scheme you lay down, and the ge- 
neral Propoſitions you make uſe of to prove 
it by, and that they are incongruous and 
contradictory to each other: At the ſame 
time I ſhall examine how far thoſe Holy Di- 
vines the antient Fathers, make for you in 
the Paſſages you give us from them, and how 
they agree among themſelves, according to 
your Quotations. | 

Szcondly, How the Prophecies are fulfilled | 
by your +, cares and Allegorical Interpreta- 
tion. And 

Thirdly, The Nature of the Evidence we 
have of thoſe Facts, you call but Typical 
and Allegorical Narratives, deducing How 
your Hypotheſis ſome neceſſary Conſe- 
quences, 3 

The ſtrongeſt Subterfuge, my Antagoniſts 
have recourſe to (you ſay in your Diſcourſes) 
Is the Letter of CHRIST 'I Miracles, for the 
Confirmation of his Maſſiahſbip from Prophecy. 
But alas {you continue } theſe are built on /o 
weak and ſandy a Foundation, that without your 
Interpretation all muſt fall to the Ground and 
be demoliſhed ;, that is, without taking them 
according to the good old-Way, as actually 
never wrought ; and what the Buongeliffs 
tells us concerning them, and the coming of 
the Meſſiah only Allegorically and Typica 
ly From which Senſe at once you can de- 
monſtrate the Truth of Chriſtianity, and 

ruin 


68-4) 
ruin and overthrow the Doctrine of Grounds 
and all its Conſequences; and that as you de- 
clare (let me once more repcat it) by ſuppo- 
ling and allowing, that the literal Story of 
CuzrisT's Lite and Miracles, is an aſurd 
and incredible Romance, full of Contradictions 
and Inconſiſtencies, and that Modern Para- 
phraſes are at beſt but @ conſequential Reflec- 
ziom on the Intelle#s of the Evangelifts, and their 
Aiviue Gifts of the Spirit, i. e. by ſuppoſing the 
Letter of the Same. This it is certain and 
moſt evident is your whole Scheme upon 
which your Reaſoning is — and 1! 
out maintaining and proying of which you ef- 
tt nothing, Har evo ain an Orehodex of Uh, 
teral Collybiſt 0 you call it). Now let us 
examine 2 Propoſitions you bring for 
the making of it out. In the firſt you will 
ſhow that the Miracles of healing all manner of 
Ladily Diſeaſes, which IRS us was juſtly fam'd 
for, are none of the proper Miracles of the Meſ- 
ſiah, &c. In the ad, That the literal Hiſtory 
of Many of the Miracles of IE Sus, as record- 


ed by the Evangelifts, does imply Abſurdt- | 


ties, &c. conſequently, in Whole or in Part, 
were never wrought as they are commonly belie- 
wed: And in the 3d, Jou will ſhow that Je- 
8Us could unt properly and ultimately refer to 
thoſe Miracles he then wrought in the Fleſb; but 
20 thoſe myſtical ones he would do in the Spirit, 
of which thoſeworought in the Fleſh are but meer 
pes and Figures. Now if JIESUs was juſtly 
famed for Miracles, and if the literal Hiſt o- 
ry but of Many implies Abſurdities, and not 
of all; and if they but in Part were never 

wrought 


8 
wrought, and if thoſe wrought in the Fleſh 
Ge ton Types and Figures, what more 
does the Bi of London require? Since it 
' neceſſarily follows that the literal Hiſtory of 
Jesus (by that Method of Reaſoning which 
Z 1s your main and principal Part) is true; but 
deſides Reafon, you make uſe of Authority 
and undeniable Exigences to ſecond and e- 
ftabliſh what you aſſert, 2 yours to be 
the primitive rine, the holy Fathers of the 
primitive Church who #hus received it from 


the Hands of the Apoſtles, who confeſſedly were 
endowed with Divine and Extraordinary Gifts 


of the Spirit, and therefore could not contradiat 
each other, or teach falſe Notions about the Mi- 
racles of our Saviour, or be ſo much as en 


il 
| 
| 
| 
N 
' 
| 


l 
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about the Evangelical Senſe and Nature of them. 
But how do theſe mighty Divines and great 
Philoſophers help you out? By at once ruin- 
ning the Letter of the Life and Miracles of 
Jesv 3s, ſay fg Thus the Great Origen you 
Cite in p. 8. hat/oever Is us did in the Fleſb, 
fays he, was but Typical and Symbolical, of 
what he would do in the Spirit And in p. 10. 
That though many were brought to believe in 
* sus upon the fame of his Miracles, which 

e did once amongft the ſews, yet his Myſtical 


ones prove his Authority. Likewiſe John of 


Jeriſalem, That Tz su Cares performed upon 
the Bling were great and conſiderable, but unleſs 


he do daily as mighty Works in his Church, we 
evght to forbear our Admiration of him. Next 
is your mighty Father Auſtin, inp. 18. Zs us 
' condeſcended to do theſe little Miracles of heal- 
ing all bodily Diſeaſes, which were but = 
e 


As 


(3 
Type and Shadow of his more flupendous Mira- 
cles 33 ſpiritual Diſeaſes, Theſe J think 
are Quotations ſufficient for my purpoſe, ſince 
the Tenor of all the others — be agreeable 
to them, proceeding from Men equally in- 
ſpired with divine and extraordinary Gifts 
of the Spirit, and from whence I may juſt- 
ly conclude (ſince they confeſs CR ISH did 
actually work Miracles in the Fleſh, which 
were 1 ypes, Sc.) that the literal Hiſtory of 


theſe Miracles, directly contrary to what you 
aſſert, is certain and true, eftahliſhed moſt 


firmly by theſe above cited Quotations. Whence 


I ſhall paſs to conſider the Agreement and 
Harmony you make betwixt thoſe holy Di- 
vines and inſpired Men. In order to which 
I would premiſe one Thing, that is, That it ap- 

ears to me that your Idea of the DIVI NE 
8 r, muſt be quite different from the Ge- 
neral one, almoſt univerſally agreed upon a- 
mong Chriſtians, vi. that the Hy GnosrT, 
or SPIRIT of the ſupream Being, is the Cen- 
ter of Truth and Knowledge: But I fay, al- 
though you profeſs him to be ſuch, your I- 
dea of him muſt be entirely foreign and dit- 


| ferent from that Difinition ; for according to 


you it is impoſſible he can be either the one 
or the other, I mean either the Center of 
Truth or Knowledge; elſe how could theſe 
holy Fathers endued with /#ch extraorat- 
nary Gifts from him, ſo groſsly contradict 
each other, as you maniteſtly make them. 


. Alas, now I fear T am reduced to my 


laſt ſhifts indeed! 'Tho' you muſt read over my 
Diſcourſes 


„ 


les 


Diſcourſes with better Attention than you 


ſeem to have done, before you are able to 


prove that: However go on, you will make 
this out as lamely as the reſt. | 
Gr--ds, You may laugh and banter Mr. u 
as much as you pleaſe, it is only ridiculin 
your ſelf; for in what J have hitherto ſaid, 
ave not advanced one Syllable of my own, 
but plainly oppoſed one part of your Rea- 
ſoning to the other; as I ſhall in like Manner 
do in the Quotations you urge from thoſe 
divine Fathers, As for Inſtance, when you 
introduce them ſpeaking againſt the Letter 
of that Miracle of IE SUS driving the Buy- 


ers and Sellers out of the Temple. In your 
oth Quotation you make the great Doctor 


Mary fay, That there was no ſuch Market 
in the Temple of Feru/alem, as the Goſpel 
ſuppoſes, and you agree with him that none 
would be ſo fooliſh as to believe, Oxen, 
Sheep and Goats were there ſold, Yet a lit- 
tle while after comes in grave St. Auſtin, ve- 
ry civily giving him the Lie, tel ing us, 

re could be the great Sin of ſelling and buy- 
ing Things in the Temple, that were for the Uſe 
» it, and offered as Sacrifices in it, Much 
like unto which is your 31f and 32d Quota- 
tions, the former from St. Ambroſe, who 


you fay, is againſt the Letter of this 


Story, and the latter from great St. Je- 
rome, who you confeſs gives us a literal 
Expoſition of it, as far as it will bear; from 
whence it is eyident one of thoſe three Things 
muſt inevitably follow, that either you have 


not the general and ſame Idea of the divine 
B Spirit 


(10 ) 
Spirit as all Chriſtians have, of that 1 — 
Fachers were guilty of great Errors, althe* 
endowed with it; or laſtly (which is more 
than poſſible) that it was in you, Sir, a failure 
of the Senſes when you quoted them, which 
oftentimes happen to Mankind, when their 
Souls take a myſtical Tour in their ſpiritual 
Habitations, there to recreate themſelves 
with immaterial and moſt wonderful Opera- 
tions. This I think may reaſonably be ſup- 
poſed your Caſe, ſince you ſo ſtrenuouſly and 
vigorouſly plead for your ſelf - inconſiſtent 
Cauſe, But to procced=——— 

. You are merry Sir, I like it, It 


is the Lite of Converſation ; but yet what you 


call a {lip of the Spirit is altogether as ſerious, 
and indeed I think too ſerious to Jeſt with, 
and juſt as I imagined, ſo have you effected, 
that is, made this out as lamely as the others: 
For when St. Auftin ſays, Where contd be the 
great Sin of ſelling and buying Things in the 
Temple that were for the Uſe of it, &c. He 
ou in oppoſition of CuxrsT's driving 
he Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple, 
and not of Hilary; though I confeſs he ſeems 
to intimate a literal Senſe of it, but that pro- 
cceded only out of Indulgence to the Evan- 
geliſts, for whom all the Fathers had a migh- 


ty Reſpect and Veneration, therefore abo- 


minated the very Thoughts of an abſurdit 
in them, and were willing to favour as muc 
as they reaſonably could, the Letter of their 
Narrations. Thus you may ſee in Jerome, as 
I mention in my 3ad Quotation from him. 


Nowi r, where is your flip of the Spixir; 


take 
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(12) 
take wholeſome Advice, be more cautious 
for the future, and think before you ſpeak; 
or elſe Dr. Row—rs himſelf may at laſt 


nonplus you. 
. — LATER 1 is es to the Pur- 
whether in ſpeaks in oppoſition 
1 driving the Buyers and Sellers 


out of the Temple or not: The Queſtion is, 
whether he does not intimate or give us to 


mnderſtand, that there actually was a Market 


the Temple, and which you rightly grant 
Dedoes, fince the Words expreſly declare it: 
Hherewas the harm of buying and ſelling Things 
in the Temple, ſays he, which were for the Uſe 
of it, when at the ſame time Hilary, you fay, 
lares plain enough, there was no ſuch Mar- 
ket there, and even you ſeem to agree with 
him in this, That none would be ſo fooliſh to 
believe that Oxen and Sheep were there ſold, 
if the Evangeliſts had not aſſerted it : (From 
whence follows this natural Conſequence, that 
all that are Chriſtians ſhould believe them, 
and firmly adhere to whatever they ſay. 
Thus you ſhould qo, figce you profeſs be- 
ing ſuch ; but this e paſſant)Of like import is 
your Quotations from Ambroſe and Jerome, 
which clay be examined in your fiyſt Book. 
Thus from all what I have urged without 
examining your falfe and diſingenuous Quo- 
tations, or groſs miſrepreſentations of the Fa- 
ers othoſe times in which they lived, that 
ey recevyed their Doctrine from the Hands 

of the Apoſtles, or their favouring the E- 
vangeliſts, Sc. I' may juſtly cloſe this Head 
with the following „ that your 
| 2 rea- 
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reaſoning is contradictory and incongruous; 
that the very Propoſitions you advance, by 
which you are to prove your Aſſertion, de- 
ſtroys and at once ruins the very Aſſertion it 
felt ; That the Authority you urge to prove 
your Points by, declares for what you are to 
overthrow, and that even the divine SPIRIT 
according to you, evidently contradicts an 

belies it ſelf, In ſhort Sir, it is both amazing 
and ſurprizing to me, how a Perſon in cold 


Blood, endued with Senſe and Reaſon, could 


ſet himſelt down and write ſuch an incoherent 


and inconſiſtent Rhapſody of Nonſence. This 


may be called a true Paradox ; but to come 
to my ſecond Head. 

W.——1. Proceed Sir, I like to hear you 
talk ; but I beſecch you let it be pertinently, 
and to the Point. Your ſecond Head is cu- 
rious ; but take care and treat it cautiouſly : 
J ſhall give a due Attention. See what 
a great Man I am, that can thus cut 
out Work for the great and learned Mr. 
Gr—ds, as well as for a B-—p of St, 

*. 

Gr-—ds. There is no great precaution as I 
can fee to be uſed in it. All I have to examine 
is, How the Prophecies are fulfilled by your 
Typical and Allegorical Interpretation of 
them; whence I ſhall make appear, that they 
cannot have been accomplithed, and that you 


as well as the whole Body of thoſe who em- 


brace your Opinion, deſtroy and ruin the very 
Groundwork and Foundation of Chriſtianity, 
and ſo inevitably muſt be as great Infidels as ma- 
ny are plcaſed tomake me. To confirma comple- 

tion 


. 
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s FF tion ofa my (or a Thing foretold ſome 
by = Years before the Event, which canneither be gi- 
e- ven forth by human Foreſight, nor fulfilled in a 
it Counterfeit, if it is poſſible tor ſuch a Thing 
ve to be) it is abſolutely neceſſary for our Convic- 
tod tion, that the Fact or Accompliſhment there- 
1 of be cognizable by our Senſes; for without 
oj that we can have no ſufficient Groundsor Rea- 
g ſons to receive that Prophecy as fulfilled. Now 
Id I fay, according to you the completion of 
* not one ſingle 133 has happened yet, 
= for they are all to be accompliſhed at CuzrsT's 
is ſpiritual Advent, or coming in the Spirit. 
fo ut I anſwer, Cuxis v is to come yet, for nei- 


ther you nor any one elſe can prove that he has 
been in the Spirit to confirm his Meſſiah- 
ſhip : Now it is manifeſt that the Truth of 
the Prophecies depends upon his coming, as 
that of bis coming upon the Prophecies. Con- 
ſequently, neither the one nor the other are 
true, but the effects of Enthuſiaſm and Imagi- 
nation, not to ſay Impoſture; this is the Conſe- 
quence of your reaſoning. Beſides, if the 
Accompliſhment of theſe Predictions are to 
be in CRRISr's ſpiritual Advent, I can't ſee 
how it is poſſible we ſhould be competent 
Judges of their being fulfilled; ſince it is by 
the Cures of the ſpiritual Infirmities of the 
Soul, for our Senſes in temporal Things may 
cally be deceived, nay, — are ſo; 

now if in thoſe "yy tliogs for which the 
ſeem to be originally made, they are not o- 
tentimes ſufficient Jud es, it certainly muſt 
be impoſſible they can have the leaſt percep- 
tion ot thoſe Things which are entirely con- 
trary 
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trary to their Nature, i. «, ſpiritual ones: 
Therefore IL, from your Method of Inter- 
pretation of Prophecy, there can be in Fact 


d ſach Thing as a Propf to us, our Senſcs 
not being Evidences in this Caſe ; whence it 


follows, that thoſe Prophecies nded as 
ſuch, can be at beſt but the effects of Env 
thuſtaſm, not having had (as you will have it) 
an Accompliſhnent, nor it being poſſible they 
ſhould have any, as to convince us. Thus 
you fre your Doctrine tends to the very de- 


Eruction of the Foundation of Chriſtianity ; 


and your divine Fathers myft have been groſs 
Infidels ; and now leaving the World to . 
of you, I paſs on to my zd and laſt Head : 
On which all I have to offer is, That the Na- 
ture of the Evidence of the Facts (the Being 
of ]J=svs and his Acts) appears to be — 


that if it is not true we can have no Groun 


or Foundation to believe any antient Tranſ- 
action whatſoever ; for we have here not on- 
ly the Teſtimony of many Authors, his Con- 
temporaries as well Followers of his Opint» 
ons, as his moſt proteſt and inveterate Eno - 
mics, who all, far from denying his being in 

the Fleſh, or the Actions be pretended to 
have wrought, endeavour wk to diſpa- 
rage or ridicule them as Impoſtures and 
Cheats, the effects of an Enthuſiaſtical Brain; 
as doth Porphiry, Celſus, Julian and Hierocles. 


So that to be brief I conclude, that if they 


are not real Facts, vr muft neceſſarily bid 
adieu to all Hiſtory, and then will it be 
incumbent on you to prove it (as well as your 
{elt) only a Type or a Pirable, though our 
N 


Friend 


(15) 
Friend HeniFhas faved you the Trouble of 

t pitying your ſelf, ſince he has already fairly 
| 450 r you. Thus Ihave Ithink ev 


it 
made appear from the whole of what I have 
offered on theſe three Heads, what I Had to 
prove, viz, That your Arguments art inco- 
ent with themſelves, and not conſiſtent with 
eight Reaſon, and tend to no leſs than down» 
right Infidelity ; whence I ſhalt deduce the 
lowing Corollarics. Nee 
That fince your Arguments are not con- 
ſiſtent with right Reaſon, and mani ffeſt 
Abſurditiesare contained in them, your expo- 
fing them in publiek cannot be out of love 
of Chari 


Truth or y to your fellow Creatures 
as you pretend: For every Man endowed with 
the leaſt portion of Reaſon, of which you 
appear not to be deftitute, muſt obſerve the 
manifold Contradictions and Inconſiſtencies 
in them; therefore it muſt be ſome other 
Motive that enco you in that Under 
taking, andperhaps cither the love of Money, 
acquiring it by dazling the Eyes of Mankind 
under pretence of Novelties, and an Intro- 
duction of a new Model of Chriſtianity, of 
which you know them very fond: Or elſe 
Revenge, for being diſappointed in Church 
Preferment, not having vg thumping Li- 
ving, the undoubted cauſe of your bold and 
daring Dedications to the Reverend B-—ps, 
and your continued Series of Reflections on 
the Cl ergy in general. Now Sir, have I com- 

leated what I intended, deſiring you to re- 

ect on what I have advanced, and wiſfling 
you may ruminate a ſatisfactory and juſt 4 
Piz: 
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ply, to which Iam ready to give careful Atten- 
tion, and that I can aſſure you would be both 
agreeable and pleaſing to me, as a ſincere 
Votary to right Reaſon, and admirer of 
Truth, | 

1. So Mr.Gr-—ds, you have ended this 

Part of your Narration, and thus pull'd poor 
Tom Woolfton to pieces, and withal appear to 
be ſomewhat in a Paſſion about him too: 
But ho do you like my laſt Piece juſt pub- 
liſhed ? doth it not ſerve your turn compleat- 
iy ? does it not ſap the very Root and Foun- 

ation of the Letter of Chriſtianity ? My 
honeſt Friend the Jewiſh Rabby, deſtroying 
in an Inſtant the Story of Caxrs T's Reſur- 
rection. Oh the mighty Miracle! 

Gr--ds, Aye, had he | that juſtly the Foun- 
dation of Chriſtianity would indeed have 
been deſtroyed ; but that I fear (provided 
it be impartially examined, according to 
the Account of that Story given us by the 
Evangelifts) will hardly be accompliſhed. 
And i bluſh, when I behold one dignified 
with the Character of a Man of Letters, as 
T underſtand you are, to borrow from a Jew- 
iſh Rabby (both prejudiced and WR) 
ſome ſcurrilous and trifling 3 again 
the Letter of Facts that are ſo well atteſted, 
and to compleat all, ſeem to eſpouſe them 
as Satisfactory. 

. Nay, I think they are moſt ample 

and anſwerable ones, againſt that ſtupendous 
pretended Story ; a Story that according to 


the Letter, by all honeſt Men, ſhould be de- 


teſted and abhorred, For conſidering with 
| my 


8 — — 


S „„ „ 


ne 


5 


© 
t 
a 
y 
] 
t 
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my old Friend the Rabby, theſe three Parti- 
culars, who can believe it: 
Hirt, That it manifeſtly makes the Son of 
God moſt groſly bely and contradict himſelt, 
telling us he would remain three Days an 
three Nights in the Heart of the Earth 3 
when it is evident from the Event, he was 
but two Nights anda Day, from Friday Even- 
ing to Sunday Morning; which yet (con- 
trary to the Computation of both Jews and 
other Nations) the hideous Beaſts of the 
Letter, have a moſt particular knack of ma- 
king three Days and three Nights. What 
a groſs Abomination ? 
Secondly, That Cuzxrsr (though know- 
ing that he was taxed for being an Impoſtor) 


neglected the moſt effectual Method to con- 


firm the truth of his Miſſion from God, and 
to convince all Mankind thereof; I mean he 
ſhould have ſhewn himſelf, after his Re- 
ſurrection, to the high Prieſt and the Chiefs 
of the Jewiſh Nation, which would have 
been an irreſiſtable Conviction to them, as 
well as the whole People; nay even to all 
3 4 This Origen himſelf con- 
feſſes to be a vaſt Objection, and / I muſt 
needs ſay) favours ſomewhat of Impoſture. 
Thiraly, That there was a great poſſibilit 
of an Impoſition in this Caſe, — ! 
the Circumſtances, and this Important one in 
rticular, that the Guards who watched the 
e ulchre were Roman Soldiers and Pagans, 
who eſteemed the whole Jewiſh Inſtitution as. 
Enthuſiaſm; and were moreover encouraged 
by their Governors, * promote — 
an 
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and uneaſineſs among them: Thus and from their 
low Circumſtances, it follows, that thoſe: 
Guards might r- be bribed by! the Difſ- 
ciples, eithor by Money or Liquor, to con- 
nive at their Impoſture; but all this is too 
plain to be infiſted on. Theſe then Sir, E 
call moſt rational and important Objections, 
of fach weight, that I defy the moſt leatn- 
ed Literaliſt to ſolve them. 1 dat 

Grads, I, though no Literaliſt nor Reſi- 

ioniſt, will from the ſame Principle that Þ 
— examined your other Abſarditics, do 
the like with this. When the Cauſe of Truth 
is concerned, I look upon it incumbent on e- 
very Man to defend it, when he beholds it 
oppreſſed: This then being the preſent Caſe; 
Iwill make it appear that you have 
nothing weighty in all that you or your 
Rabby have ſaid againſt the Reſurrection of 
Crxr1sT ;. but have given a greater Proof 
of your Infincerity. Firft then, I will 
ſhew from the Account the Goſpel gives us 
of thoſe Perſons, .who were to be the Authors 
of this Fraud, that it was impollible there 
could have been any; and afterward conſider 
your two Objections, To forward an Impo- 
ſture of this Nature, there are ſome Things 
fo eſſentially neccflary, that without them, 
there is an unqueſtionable impoſſibility for 
ſuch a Thing to be; they are as follows, 


Firſt, Authority or Money to ſupport it. 
Secondly, Craft and Courage to carry it on. 
| | Thirdly, 


' Cars ) 
» "Third, Vieious and diſhoneſt Principles, 


and | 
| feeting it, as Riches, Honour and Glory, 
| | Theſe are the Qualifications the Apoſtles 
were to be pollefiors of, according to your 
Suppoſition; but if thecontrary appears from 
the Goſpel, it remains that your Hypotheſis 
is falſe and abſurd, Now let us try what 
Scheme the Goſpel purſues, and: what Idea 
it gives us of them. Oppoſed to the firſt, it 
expreſly tells us, they were poor labouring 
and miſerable Fiſhermen, l of mean 
Villages, the moſt deſpicable of their com- 
patriots, having but their Net to gain them 
bſiſtence, — a Cottage to dwell in, with- 
out a penny more than neceſſary to ſupply 
their common Wants, or on occaſion to pay 
che Tribute to their Prince; and theſe you 
look upon as the Perſons that went and brib'd 
the Guards of the Chief Prieſts, when they 
were hated by reaſon of their mean Extrac- 
tion, and abominated for following an Impo- 
for (as the Jews called him) and were in 
Hort, in the greateſt Diſtreſs and Miſery. 
If any Man in his Senſes, can believe 
what you aſſert, when he conſiders the Story 
in this Light, I will give up the Cauſe. 
Secondly, in this State and Condition, it is 
eaſy to gueſs how far their Craft might ex- 
tend. I hey Underſtood (it may be preſum- 
ed) their Occupation to catch Fiſh, but their 
Skill went not beyond their Net; and here 
the impoſſibility of a Cheat will appear very 
plain again, when we conſider, that the Eyes — 
C 2 ; the 
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the whole Nation, at that time aſſembled at Je- 
ruſulem, were fixed on the high Prieſt and Sanhe- 
drim, for executing that ]zsvs who was ſo much 
talked of. Now to think that they ſhould 
ſuffer themſelves to be thus groſly abuſed by 
a few — deſpicable and ignorant Fiſher- 


men, that knew hardly to read, and that 
too at a Time when they could order what 
Guards of their own they pleaſed, and were 
afraid of a Tumult, is downright ſtupidity 
and madneſs. Moreover, if Cuz1sT be 
imagined the Forger of this Impoſture, his cun- 

Bite les, ſnould 
have conſpicuouſly appeared. The greateſt 
Craft I think that could be uſed by him was 
to deceive them by privacy and ſecrecy, in 


order to put it out of their Power to detect 


him; inſtead of this he declares openly that 
to confirm and crown his Miſſion from God, 
the third Day he would ariſe from the Dead. 
That they ſhould have no ſign but the ſign 
of Jonas: That as he was three Days and 
three Nights in the Belly of the Whale, 
ſo ſhould He, the Son of Man be three Days 
and three Nights in the Heart of the Eart 

This was a noble Method of keeping it con- 
cealed, from Men who had Authority and 


Money, who — no means for his Exe- 


cution! Their All manifeſtly upon 
the diſcovery of this Impoſture. Such alſo 


was the Courage and Reſolution of theſe A- 

poſtles; they profeſſed, it is true, they would 

flick cloſe and adhere to their Maſter, yet 

when it came to the Teſt, one betrayed him, 

another denied him, and all fled and —_ 
| one 


(21) 

doned him upon his Apprehenſion. Theſe 
are ardent Marks of their conſtancy and cou- 
rage! Were a parcel of ſuch mean ſpirited 
Men fit Perſons to carry on ſuch an Impoſture 
againſt the chief Men in Power, with the ap- 
parent hazard of their Lives without any 
manner of view of Advantage? Oh Strange! 
Thirdly, The Principles of an Impoſtor 
ſhould be diſhoneſt and vicious, for where he 
doth act contrary to the eternal Rules of Ju- 
ſtice, Truth and Equity, it is impoſſible they . 
= — otherwiſe. Let we — t - of the 

{les were intirely oppoſed and contra 
to this alſo ; theirs Hells founded on the, 
moſt perfect and ftrict Rules of Morality. 
That they were good and holy Men, appears 
from every part 5 their Fiftory. They not only 
reproved others for their Vices, but carefully 
avoided the ſame themſelves, and were Ex- 
amples to all Men of the Virtues they recom- 
mended to their Practice. The manifeſt De- 
ſign of their Diſcourſes and Epiſtles is to recom- 
mend the fear of the ſupreme Being, the love 
of Juſtice and Charity, Sobriety, and Tempe- 
rance, in reference to our ſelves; and of theſe 
Things, they were Patrons as well as Prea- 
chers, and had no ſecret Vices that were ever 
aftned on them, that could cauſe Men either 
to ſuſpe# their Miffion from God, or their own 
belief of the Doctrines they taught. They allou- 
ed no criminal Liberties, nor gratification of 
the ſinful Paſſions of Men, either to gain them- 
ſelves Friends, or toProſelyte any, but taught one 
Scheme of Doctrines, Virtue and Goodneſs, from 
the Beginning to the End of their ha 
us 
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Thus ſpeaks the learned ere in his 
A ＋ in -— > 
ee e, 1 greet Do 12 1 
8 is t0 ea a God and 
lis Providence, aud 52 842777 Remards 
and Puniſbmeuts; to teach us the ſpiritual Na- 
ture and that the p) of the Heart 
aud Spirit is moſt acceptableto him to recover Men 
from their 1dulatry, aud bring them back 40 the 
auonſbip of the one, only Being, and true Gog.; 


Lo teach Meu their Duty to . other, and ob 


lige them by the firougeft Motives, 10 obſerve 
aud Prattice eue, Th lings are True aud 


Hot „and Pure, and Lovely, aud g 
— — J 24 Virtnous aud praije We 4 


and to perſwade them to wortify every iuordinare 


Action and cul halit quit hin themſelves 3 an 
20 attain 10 t haſe excellent Di/j 3 2 — 


by which they may 8 


2 in Life, and de beft e e. 


Apine/5T. Wn a ment to * radlice 


of thoſe two Duties, _ —m of God aud 
. dove of our gbbour, upon theſe = excelleut 


Principles, that of faith iu Gd, as * namuarder 


of thoſe that ſeek him, 2 e 121 
Cunrsx, the Saviour gud 7 72 $ 
this is a Doctrine — _— zoſture ; 


if thoſe» precepts can be reconciled with De- 


coit and. fete if there ever has bean 


ſince the Foundation of the World, as e 
can hear, any Man, or Body of Men, that 


attempted to impole on Mankind upon Prin- 


ciples . of this Nature; or if it is poſſible any 
of the Jews, even to the worſt of Men amongſt 


ham who had daily ſuch ſignal e 
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of rhe: of God upon thoſe who 
rophancd and 923 bia Phemed his moſt 
Rerkd Name; if (I (ay) any thing of this 
Nature can be ſup ve might have ſome 
room to imagine Chriſtianity is ſuch. 


Thelaft particular or note of an Impo- 


or is, that there ſhould be ſome temporal 
gain of Riches and Wealth, Honour and 
Glory, G. This is plain and evident; for if 
Men knowingly and willingly uſurp a Cha- 
racter, and act to the deceit of their fellow 
Creatures, under the pretence of a Miſſion 
from God, they can expect from an offended 
Being but a juſt retribation of their Crimes 
in another State; wherefore it cannot be for 
+ Recompence in that State. And, granting 
ati Impoſtor rejects all Thoughts of futurity, 
he muſt have ſome Motive for his enter- 
prize, elſe he would be deemed a mad Man; 
and if ſo, what can it be but ſome temporal 
Advantage? Thus Mabomet, a notorious Ex- 
ample of an Impoſtor (we find) made the Rich- 
ches and Honours ot this World his chief 
aim: He aſpired not only to a prophetick 
Character, but the Government of an whole 
Nation : He inticed, he flattered, and allured 
Mankind by gratifying their Paſſions as far as 
anſwered his Views, and ſtudied chiefly the 
taſte of uncnlighten'd human Nature. What 
licy could not effect, he did with Fire and 
Tron, ravaged and deſtroyed Countries, till 
he brought all under Subjection, and made a 
or and wretched illiterate People his Fol- 
owers and Diſciples. But thoſe Doctrines 
does the--Religion of CuxrsrT 2 — 
abhor. 


( 24 ) 


abhor. CHRIS r preached to all the 525 
of the Riches and Honours of this World; 
pronounced Anathema upon thoſe who made 
their Belly their God, and ſtudied the ſatis- 
ing their Luxurious Paſſions before the 
rvice of their Creator; he refuſed the 
Pomp and Grandeur of this uncertain and 
— — Life, preferring before them Po- 
verty and Miſery; he choſe the mean deno- 
mination of a Son of a Carpenter, before the 
high and florid Title of a mighty King. 
His Apoſtles followed his Foot- ſteps, and 
according to his Precepts prepared no Trea- 
ſure for their Subſiſtence, but truſted in his 
Promiſe; they made Converts, not by re- 
leniſhing them with the Goods of this 
World, ut declaring to them the — 1 
of a rich Man's poſſeſſing eternal Happineſs 
enjoyning them to forſake all they had an 
give it to the Poor, as if it were unworthy 
of a Chriſtian to live in Plenty, when his 
fellow Creatures were in Want and Miſery. 
'They rejected and rebuked thoſe who would 
have worſhiped them, aſſuring them they 
were Men as well as themſelves, ſubject to 
the ſame Infirmities and under the like yoke 
of Bondage. In ſhort, whatſoever could de- 
tatch Men trom this World, and turn their 
Thoughts intirely off of it; whatſoeyer 
could counterpoiſe or ſtop the career of 
their Paſſions, CurxisT and his Apoſtles 
preached and publiſhed. Thus I conclude, 
that there not being one Mark, one ſin- 
le Note eſſential to an Impoſtor, applica- 
le to the Preachers of the Goſpel * um 
ri- 
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Chriſtian Doctrine, but on the contrary, ſtrong 
and evident Characteriſtics of their Miſſion 
from God, it muſt neceſſarily follow, that 
they had a juſt one, and propagated that Re- 
ligion under his Direction and Providence. 
From what I have faid it plainly appears, 
there was an impoſſibility of a Fraud in the 
Reſurrection of CHRIS T, ſince the Apoſtles 
were wanting of the principal Means to ef- 
fect it. I will now briefly conſider, for the 
fake of Truth, and diſcovery of your farther 
Infincerity, what you more particularly ſay 


concerning it in 579 ed Rabby's Let- 


ter. If it was impo//ible to evade the Guards 


of the Sepulchre (ſay you) then there was a 
real Reſurrection; but if there was but à bare 
poſſibility of evading them, this anſwer is of no 
ce. And I am of Opinion the Thing was not 
only poſſible, but eaſily feaſible and practicable, 
tbough the Roman Soldiers were of as much 
delity and integrity as any of their Profeſſion, 
get it is well known, ſuch Creatures are ſul- 
jes to Bribery and Corruption. F the Diſci- 
ples had any Money to tempt them with, &c. 
And a little farther you go on, faying, of whas 
Number the Watch did conſiſt is uncertain ; 
your Whitly ſays they were Sixty, but he has 
no Reaſon or Authority to think they vs 
many; if they had been a Guard againſt Vio- 
lence, I ſhould eaſily have believed they were 
more; but in as much as they were only a 
Watch againſt fraud _ a 40 any caſual de- 
faceing of th: Seals on the Stone 5 4 the chief 
Prieſts came to open the Sepulc hre, three or four 
| D Soldiers 
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Soldiers were ſufficient, and I don't think there 


were any more ſet to this purpoſe. | 

In what you offer here, appears to be (from 
the Account given us of the Reſurrection) a 
manifeſt falſhood. 5 

Firſt, Becauſe it is expreſly ſhewn in the 
Goſpel, there were no Roman Soldiers con- 
cerned in the Guard of the Sepulchre, which 
wm follow alſo from your own reaſoning. 

n | 

Secondly, That it carries the higheft proba- 
bility of there being at leaſt a Number pro- 
portionable to thoſe that guarded him at his 
Crucifixion. THY 

For Proof of the firſt we find in the xxvii 
chap. of Matthew, that upon the Applica- 
tion of the chief Prieſts to Pilate, for Sol- 
diers to guard the Sepulchre (apprehending 
an Impoſture in the Words of CHRIS r, that 


he would riſe on the third Day) they were re- 


fuſed by him, he making them this reply, To 
have a Watch of your own, go and make it as 
ſecure as you can. Now what Watch canthis 
be ſuppoſed, other than ſome who inhabited 
or refided in or about the Temple, depen- 
dants on the high Prieſt, or elſe ſuch as are our 
Night Watch in this City, and doubtleſs in 
whom the Jews might ſurely confide in, and 
whoſe prejudices and zeal were not a little a- 
gainſt CuxISsZ. Moreover, how could the Jews 
rely on the Roman Soldiers in an Affair of 
this Importance. You confeſs your ſelf in 
ſeveral Places of the aforeſaid Letter, that 
the Romans promoted the Diſcontents and 
Diviſions among this People; then can you 

imagine 
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imagine the chief Prieſts and Phariſees ſuch 

roſs Noodles, as not to be ſenfible of it. 
Nay, St. John tells us expreſly in his 11th 
chap. that in a Council affembled, cauſed by 
the Reſurrection of Lazarus, the chief Prieſts 
declared, that if they let IE Sus alone, and 
thus go on with his Miracles, the Romans 
would come and take away their Place and their 
Kingdom. Now upon fach a Thought that 
it was adyantageous for the Romans to keep 
up their Broils and Divifions, and upon the In- 
timation of ſuch a thing as above, can it be 
ſuppoſed, I fay, that the chief Prieſt and 
Phariſees were fach Fools as not to have a 
fate Guard of their own, to prevent the leaſt 
Impoſition, particularly in this Point, being, 
as i ſaid already, the chief and grand Arti- 
cle incumbent on them to detect in the Im- 
poſture. The Romans in no wiſe it appears 
would concern themſelves in the religious Aſ- 
fairs of the ſews. The Accuſation of 


CARIS before Pilate was not for any breach 


or contempt of their Law, of which they 
accuſed him before Caiphas, but the weight 
of his Charge was, that he ſet up in oppoſi- 
tion to Ce/ar. Likewiſe, when Paul is brought 
before Feſtus, upon the Jewiſh Accuſation, this 
Governour ſeems rather to acquit him than 
any b elſe, telling Arippa that the Jews 
accuſed him of certain things about their 
own Superſtition, and of one I ESS whom 
he affirmed to be alive and they dead. He 
ſpeaks with that ignorance and unconcern- 
edneſs of thoſe great Tranſactions in their 
Religion, which manifeſtly ſhows it was the 
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fartheſt of any thing from concerning him. Thus 
we might conclude, had we not this poſitive 
Teſtimoney of Pilatès, not allowing them his 
Soldiers for .a Guard, which they demanded 
only out of reſpe& to him as Cz/ar's De- 
puty, we might (I fay) with Juſtice con- 
clude, it is highly improbable and abſurd, 
the Jews ſhould. inſiſt upon having them, or 
that they ſhould truſt to Roman Guards when 
they might put their own. Now I might ve- 
ry reaſonably queſtion how your Jewith Rab- 
by could have impudence enough to palm 
ſuch a, falſity upon the Public, and the learn- 
ed Mr. - ſhould be weak enough to de- 


fend it. This being made out, the ſecond 


Point, viz. of what Number the Watch con- 
ſiſted, is eaſily determined; not to repeat what 
T have ſo often ſaid, the Importance of this 
E.vent to the Jews, if we only conſider the 
Prejudices they were under againſt CuRISsT, 
on Account of the Reputation his Tranſac- 
tions had acquired him, which the Goſpel 
mentions in many Places, and which is even 
confeſſed (as has been pkg by his very 
Enemies: If their Vigilance (J ſay) as it is 
highly probable it was, was only proportion- 
able to their Malice and Prejudice, no reaſon- 


able Man would conclude, but that inſtead of 


two Guards, they had two Hundred on his 
Sepulchre. Beſides, we find that at his Cru- 
cifixion, they did not confide in the Centu- 
rion alone for his Execution, but they, even the 
chief Prieſts, Scribes, and Elders themſelves 
were reſolved to ſee „ and bcheld 
him laughing and ſcoffing; then how much 

| more 
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more rational is it to ſuppoſe, that if they 
did not watch themſelves the Sepulchre, they 
had a number of Perſons ſufficient to make 
the ſecurity and truth of the Event indubi- 
tably certain. I ſhall conclude this Head 
with the Words of that learned Prelate. Dr. 
Burnet, in his Expoſition of the 39 Ar- 
ticles : Speaking on this Subject, he ſays, The 
chief Prieſts and the Phariſees muſt be thought 
a firange ftupid fort of Creatures, if they did 
not examine where the Apoſtles were all that 
Night : Beſides, many other Particulars which 
might have been a Thread to lead them into 
firi# Inquiries, unleſs it was becauſe they be- 
lieved the Report that the Watch had brought 
them of Cur1s T's riſing again. When they 
had this certain Reaſon to believe it, yet reſolved 
to oppoſe it, the only Thing they could do was 


to ſeem to negle the Matter, and only to decry 


it in general as an Impoſture, without going into 
Particulars ; which certainly they would not 
have done, 4 they themſelves had not been too 
ſure of the Truth of it. And in the Paragraph 
following When all this is laid together, ſays 
he, it is the moſt unreaſonable thing imaginable 
to think that there was an Impoſture in this Mat- 
ter, when no colour nor ſhadow of it ever appear- 
ed, and when all the Circumſtances, and not only 
Probabilities, but even moral Poſſibilities, are [0 
full to the contrary. Thus I 
Wn, Hold Mr; Orthodox, and be not 

in ſuch a hurry I beſeech you; would it not 
have been happy for you, Great Sir, had LI 
introduced ſuch a Controverſy as this before: 
Then would you have cxcrted your ſelf to the 
utmoſt 
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utmoſt of your Power, to ſhine in defence of 
the Literaliſts, and not had occaſion to ſtand 


out ſo publickly in oppoſition to all Religi- 
on. Then, I dare ſay, Biſhop Gihſon had not 


given you ſo cloſe a Rub, as to tell us you 


wrote tor the fake of Honour and Reputa- 
tion only, under the Cloak of Truth and 
Sincerity; as in his Paſtoral Letter, he fays, 
you have been often heard to declare, That 
let the prevailing or received Opinion be hat- 
ever it. would, you would write againſt it. 


They are I think Words at leaſt of this Im- 


port. A noble Sentiment indeed! But come 


Mr. Grounds, let us hear my two great Ob- 


jections ſolved; they are old and trifling, yet 
don't flip them over, for your aſſiſtance is 
required in explaining that part of Scripture. 
J hope Sir, you are not angry with me, for 
repeating the Biſhop's Obſervation ; *Tis our 
preſent Converſation gave me the Hint; be- 
tides, I am credibly informed, that his Lord- 


ſhip is ſo precautious, he ors nothing but 
8. 


upon ſure and certain Groun 


Gr---ds, T have too great a deference to 


his Lordſhip's Character to contradict that 
Paragraph ; but I only appcal to the World 
to teſtity what ſervice I have been to Man- 
kind, and how I have ſtood out for Liberty 
upon noble Principles of Toleration. I ap- 
peal to all impartial Men, to declare whe- 
ther there is not a vein of ſincerity runs 
through all my Writings, and I proteſt to 
you, I have not the leaſt view in our pre- 


ſent Converſation, but thoſe I have ſo often 


repeated; the Cauſe of Truth and Sinceri- 
ty, 


(31) 
ty, for the ſervice of my fellow Creatures, 


which is more than you dare to mention, ſince 
your very Writings fly in your Face and con- 


demn you. Now I take hold of your weigh- 


ty Objections as you imagine them through 
your Allegorical Senſes, | 
I' be ſubſtance of the firſt is in your uſual 
Stile, That Cur1sT belies himſelf, in ſaying, 
that he would be three Days and three Nights 
in the Heart of the Earth, when the Event, 
gon ſay, proves he was but two Nights and a 
Day; from Friday Evening to Sunday Morning, 
which yet contrary to the computation of both 
Fews aud other Nations, the hideous Beaſts 
of the Letter (a handſome Compliment for an 
Admirer and Diſciple of the Fathers) have 4 
8 Knackof making three Days and three 

ights. | 

In anſwer to which I urge, that it betrays 
in you a vaſt ignorance and infincerity (tho 


I rather believe the firſt, upon account of 


your bringing in a Jewiſh Rabby) when 
you ſay, The Yews did not calculate ſo, as 
to makethetime of [Es us beinginthe Sepulchre, 
conform with his Promiſe of the term of three 
Days and three Nights: "Theſe two following 
Reaſons ſhow cvidently the contrary. 


Firſt, Becauſe that they reckoned their 
2 from the Evening or Night preceeding. 
n 
Secondly, Becauſe that they frequently took 
a part of that Day for the whole. 
In order to prove the firſt Point, it is obſerv- 
able, that a Vay vulgarly ſpeaking with us, 
ſignifies 
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fignifies no more than an Interval of Time, 
from the riſing of the Sun to the ſetting of the 
ſame. With the Jews it ſignify'd differently 
(as in many caſes it does with us a parc of time 
of twenty four Hours) this we find by the 
Greek Word vuzTipepoy, which properly means 
what the Hebrew Language (according to 
Dr. Whitby in his Comments, and other learned 
Men tell us) could expreſs but by two Words, 
viz, Day and Night, which Day and Night 


made up with them, but one rvxThpepoy, as the 


Greek's call'd it, or as we might ſay, a natural 
Day of twenty four Hours, compounded of a 
Day and a Night. Conformable ro which we 
find in the firſt of Genefs, that it is ſaid, The 
Evening and Morning were one Day. And in 
Levit. xiii. 32. From Evening to Evening ſhall ye 
celebrate your Sabbath, whence it appears, when 
they ſay in Scripture, ſo many Evenings and 
Mornings, Days and Nights, it ſignifies fo 
many natural Days of twenty four Hours, com- 
pounded ofa Day and Night, oras the Greek's by 
the compound Word call'd it ſo many u,. 
Secondly, We find they frequently reckon'd a 
part of a Day for a whole. Thus it is ſaid in 
x Kings, 20, 29. The Armies encamp'd ſeven 
Days near each other, Yet on the ſeventh Day 
the Battle was fought; and in Eſth. Chap. iv. 16. 
When ſhe tells Mordechai, go and faſt for me three- 
Days and neither eat or drink, Night or Day, 
ſhe means ſo many ver, or as it is highly 
reaſonable to think, a term equivalent to which 
Jesus was in the Sepulchre ; for who can ima- 
gine Mordechai could ſubſiſt without eating or 
drinking three full Days and Nights, or 72 

Hours? 


1 
Hours? beſides we find Chap. ii. 1. Eſther went 
in unto the King on the third Day. Thus Cir- 
cumciſion was inſtituted after eight days, yet 
they always circumciſed and do now Circum- 
ciſe on the eighth Day. But all this I ſuppoſe 
your Rabbi forgot, leaving the chief Articles 
of his Officiating to you ro perform. Bur to 
ſum up the whole, f CnrisrT was part of 
three rv431pepa, or part of three natural Days of 
twenty four Hours, compos'd of a Night and a 
Day each in the Sepulcre, it may be reaſonably 
faid according to the above method of Calcu- 
lation and expreſſion, he was three Nights and 


three Days, or three νπν , under Ground. 


Now CHRIS was put in the Sepulchre, three 
Hours at leaſt before Sun-ſet on the Friday, 
which was part of the firſt wx31u:e from 

Thurſday Evening to Friday Evening; he was 
from that time to the Sabbath Evening, which 


made up the ſecond; and again from that time 


to the firſt Day of the Week in the Morning, 
which was a part of the Third. A part 
is often took for the whole among the Jews, 
— 1 it may be ſaid CHRIST was 
three Days and three Nights in the Sepulchre, 
or which is the ſame thing three rx 31u4ez. 

But ſuppoſing this Calculation was not 
jaft, which tho' from Fact it is impoſſible to 
deny, yet I cannot ſee that when CHRIST ſays, 
They ould have no „gn but that of Jonas the 
Prophet, as Jonas was three Days and three Nights 
in the Belly of the Whale, ſo ſhould the Son of Man 
be three Days and three Nights in the Heart of the 
Earth (which he does not mention above twice 
11 the whole Goſpel, expreſly telling us that he 

E would 
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would riſe on the third Day) I cannot, I ſay; 
yet perceive every particular of it ſhould be 
literaly true, for it is not mention'd here as a 
Prophecy. Cur1sr uſes it by way of Illuſtra - 
tion only (fays a Chriſtian) to ſignify to the 
Jews thar the ſign of the deliverance of the Son 
of Man from the Grave ſhould be as wonder- 


ful as that of Jonas out of the Belly of the 
Whale, and that it was as true a Declaration 


of his being the Meſſiah, as the event was of 
Jonas being a Prophet; and under the ſpecia 
care and protection of Heaven. Moreover 

look upon 1t that we might with equal Reaſon 
expect that CHRIS ſhould have been lifted u 

in the ſame Manner and Poſition, as Moſes 
lifted up the Serpent ( ſince he tells us that 
as Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, 
even ſo muſt the Son of Man be lifted up, John. iii. 


14.) As that he ſhould according to each par- 


ticular of the other Paſſage remain three Days 


and three Nights in the heart of the Earth. 


And I am much ſurprized you did not take hold 
of that Expreſſion of CRISr's, when he ſays, 
in the ſame Paſſage, he ſnould be in the heart 
of the Earth, ſince it is plain from the Event, 
he was laid in a Sepulchre heun in a Rock, 
and that in a ſuperficial part of the Earth too. 
This Would have been a rare quibble indeed 
for Tom Moolſton, and juſt ſuited his Rabbinical 
Ger1Us. | 

Your laſt Objection with which I ſhall con- 
clude, is taken (as well as the others) from 
your old Maſter Cz//zs, and is if poſſible yet 
more trifling. It is that of Cur1sT's not 
appcaring, after his ReſurreQion, to the 


chief 


ficient 
Prieſts 

Seco 
we fin 
tothe! 
and r: 
as wit 
to offe 
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chief Prieſts and Elders ; which you ſay muſt 
have been an irreſiſtible conviction to them, 
as well as to all the other Jews; and this you 
tell us Origen confeſſes to be a great Objec- 
tion, To which I anſwer, it is far from be- 
ing any, if we conſider, 

Firft, The Works and Miracles Cuz1sT 
had antecedently to this performed. And 

Secondly, The End and Deſign of Chriſtianity. 

To the firſt I fay, The multitude of Mi- 
racles CHR1sT had already done {ſome of 
the moſt ſtupendous, that can be well imagi- 
ned, contrary to all thoſe Laws of Nature 
Providence has eftabliſhed) ſo publick and 


conſpicuous in Preſence of the whole World, 
allowed off and confeſſed by the chief Pricits 


themſelves (ſuch were the Reſurrection of the 


Dead by a bare Word, cven the Dead al- 
ready putrified, multitudes of Blind re- 
ſtored to ſight, and healed of Diſeaſes a- 
vowedly incurable by natural Performances, 
the Lame cured, and Demoniacks reſtored 
to their former State): Thoſe Miracles, I 
ſay, were ſuch evident "Teſtimonials, ſuch 
emphatical Proots of a divine Mithon, that 
it was unneceſſary to offer any more, and 
which were, one would think, more than ſuf- 
ficient to work a Conviction on the chict 

Prieſts. Beſides 
Secondly, the end and deſign of Chriſtianity 
we find manifeſtly to be this: To bring Men 
to the knowlege of the ſupreme Being, by a fair 
and rational Conviction ; to deal with them 
as with free Agents and reaſonable Creatures; 
to ofter them tor that end certain Marks and 
E 2 Signs 


— a _ 
—_— — — — - 


(36 ) 
Signs capable of perſuading unprejudiced 


"4 | Reaſon. This being then, (as it is o e its 
I original Intent, it remains that the croud of 
l 1 Teſtimonials already mentioned are ſufficient, 
| and in demanding Cux1sT's Appearance 
1 as an irreſiſtible Conviction, you require more 
oF | than Chriſtianity ſuppoſes neceſſary, You. 
1 require that Men mould by an over bearing 
fr. and an irreſiſtible Power, be obliged and im- 


puls'd to embrace it, in ſpight of all their 
rational Faculties, or their glorious Privi- 
lege of free Agency. And why might we 
not Ibeſcech you, as well ask, why CuRIs T 
did not deſcend- from the bf when the 
chief Prieſts reviled and ſcoffed wo Ticks ſaying, 
If he be the Son of God let him come down 
from the Croſs. is muſt have rather been 
a more elteCual and irreſiſtible Motive of 
perſuaſion ; ou it would be plainly de- 
ſtroying the end and deſign of what his 
ſuffering Death for the People was to con- 
firm and PP In fine, we may as well 
wonder why God did not at once touch the 
Heart of the Jews and immediately convert 
them, which 1s upon the Foundation of Chri- 
ſtianity abſur d to ſuppoſe ; and what is this 

other than reflecting on his Wiſdom and 
Knowledge. Thus we ſhould conclude, as 
Origen ſays on this Point, That the Works of 
God are dark and myſterious, and rather to be 
believed than to be deeply pry'd into; and not 
as you would falſly inſinuate that he confeſſes 
it to be a vaſt Objection. 

Ff . Oh, Oh, Maſter Grounds! This 

| f Argument I cannot let paſs unanſwered, wy 
| | caulc 
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n 
cauſe it carries the Abſurdity higher than 


any you have yet mentioned; for what can 


thoſe Miracles of raiſing the Dead, of hea- 
ling all manner of Di avail you, ſince I 
have proved if thoſe Stories are literally ta- 


ken, they are Improbabilities and Impoſſibi- 


lities Ah Mt. Growngs, Iwiſh your different 
Metamorphoſis and various 8 and 
Transformations, firſt Deiſtical, and then 
Orthodox, may not be imputed to you at the 
Great Day, when the myſtical J=s vs ſhall 
come in all the Glory and Magnificence of 
the SP1K1T, when poor Tom Wool/ton ſhall 
be raiſed on a ſpiritual pinnacle of Honour, 
and ſhall triumph over all the monſtrous and 
frighttul Hydra's of the Letter; when he 
ſhall cruſh thoſe wretched Dives's with the 


Foot of his Parabolical Lazarus, and plung 


them in the Allegorical Abyſs of Darkneſs 
and Miſery, where reigns the diſmal Prince of 

nu orments. , 
r—4s, You talk wildly, thoſe Words 
Myſtical, &:. diſtract you, have you forgot 
already how I juſt now have proved the 
Letter of thoſe Miracles to be true, the im- 
polhbility of a Fraud in the whole Goſpel, 
according to that Syſtem laid down in it ? 
Beſides, thoſe Miracles muſt have been ne- 
ceſſarily ſuppoſed true, before touching at 
the Proof of the Reſurrection; for as they 
are antecedent to it, and that it has a mani- 
feſt dependance on them, it would have been 
abſurd and ridiculous to ſupport the one, 
when the others had been already proved 
Groundleſs, "Thus I have from a —_— 
ky es A 
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of Truth, Honeſty. ahd 2 Reaſon, 
(free from Bigottry or Superſtition ) proy- 
ed the fallacy, inſincerity, and I might juſt= 
ly fay, ſtupidity and madneſs, of your fa- 
mous Diſcourſes on CxxIST's Miracles, and 
laid open your mighty and ingenuous Mo- 
deratorſhip; a compoſure of Inconſiſtencies 
and Contradictions, and now you may ſpeak 
of me as bad as of the Clergy if you pleaſe; 
but know that I think it my Duty to defen 

'Truth at all times ; therefore will I finiſh 
with theſe few Words of Exhortation to you. 
To take heed of thoſe ſtrange Words Alle- 
gorical and Myſtical, and rather ſhun them 
then mifuſe them: Beware of their not ef- 
fecting your rational Powers (though I fear. 
it is telling it you ſomewhat late) beware of 
Inſincerity in whatever Opinions you publiſh 
or any, ways declare to embrace: Confider 
how by the deſtruction of Religion, you 


encourage Men in their Vices and Debau- 


cheries, you plunge them in all the Diſor- 
ders and Immoralities the World can afford : 
and in the end occaſion their utter Ruin and 


Deſtruction. F 
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